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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London;” Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 195. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 





Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” 
Samples. 








Date. Page. 





Bean Oil from Japan .. eee oe cee ... | 22nd Oct. 1908 | 184 
Filasse produced from Ramie fibre bus nde ons .-. | loth ,, 129 
Copper Ore from Trebizond . son eee oes ooo | 99 ” 128 
Natal grown Maize ... ain om ens aR ae - 130 
Cloaks and Jacket worn at Mosul ... sec ad ...| 24th Sept. 606 
Tobacco-seeds from Smyrna... hie os 577 
Cotton Prints of Spanish origin sold at Adrianople 10th _ ,, 
Braces of French make, and Hinge, Knife and Fork of 
American make, sold in Bahia ... ade eos ese | 
Ramie Fabrics woven in Wuchang ... - i 
Rope and Twine manufactured from the Caranday Palm | | 
in Argentina... ..- | 16th July 
Shelf Hardware of American make ‘sold in “Canada wn, Loca = 107 
Polishing Grass from Antung si oon - i, 42 ee 139 
Antimony refined at Wuchow | 2nd ,, 35 
Cigar and Cigarette Holders made from ‘Coquilho N uts | 
grown in Brazil ‘i | 25th June 662 
Bolts and Wire-cutting Pincers of German ‘make, sold in| 
Yokohama ... ma oe wae nt ee . 491 
Native-made Woollens from Konia.. on 28th May 467 
Paper Pulp manufactured in Trinidad from ‘ Megass ” ™ 471 
Coffee produced in Angola ... oni nes ond oe, a “ i 419 











* .* Particulars are given on pp. 162-3 respecting the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 

Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of India, the Dominion of Canada 
and Queensland. , Statements of the objects and work of these 
Offices, and of other Colonial Enquiry Offices, will be found on 
pp. 195-6. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
Goods Wagons; — for the supply of goods wagons and 
Pee aa sae AM 1eels and axles. The conditions of contract 
may be obtained on application to the Director- 
General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., at which office 
tenders are to be delivered by 2 p.m. on the 3rd November. 
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BRITISH INDIA —- continued. 


A copy of the specification and conditions may be consu!ted by 
British makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The South Indian Railway Company, Limited, invite tenders for 
en eee the supply of :--(1) about 700 tons of steel 
siadete’ rails and fishplates; (2) about 38 tons of tie- 

a5 bars, gibs and cotters; and (3) 102 sets of 
switches and 82 sets of crossings. Tenders, addressed to the 

Chairman and Directors of the South Indian Railway Company, 

Limited, and marked “Tender for Rails,” or as the case may be, 

must, be addressed to the Secretary, at the Company’s Offices, 91, 

York Street, Westminster, S.W., where they will be received not 

later than noon on the 27th October. Specifications and forms of 

tender may be obtained at the Company’s Offices, on payment of 

1]. per copy of specification No. 1, and 10s. per copy of Nos. 2, 3, 

and 4, and copies of the drawings may be obtained from Robert 

White, Esq., 3, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W., on payment 


of 5s. per sheet. 


The Board of Directors of the Burmah Railways Company, 
Railway Tools Limited, invite tenders for the supply of 
a vl miscellaneous tools and stores. Specifications 

oe aera can be obtained at the Company’s Offices, 
199, Gresham House, E.C., on payment of a fee of 20s. .Tenders, 
enclosed in sealed envelopes and endorsed “Tender for Miscellaneous 
Tools and Stores,” must be delivered not later than noon on the 


30th October. 


The Directors of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway are 
Sead inn Calon prepared to receive, up to noon on the 3rd 
Red and White November, tenders for the supply of the 

Lead. Steel following stores, viz.:—(1) Smithy coai, furnace 

Found on terial coal and. foundry coke ; (2) red and white lead ; 
sy ry. aaa ° (3) materials for steel foundry ; (4) spring steel. 
and Spring Steel. ‘renders must be made on forms, copies of 

which with specifications can be obtained at the offices of. the 

Company, Gloucester House, 2, 3 and 4, Bishopsgate Street 

Without, London, E.C., on payment of 21s. each (which will not be 

returned). The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 


lowest or any tender. 


“Indian Engineering” (Calcutta) states that the Madras Govern- 
Water-Suvpl ment are understood to have sanctioned the 
ala expenditure of a sum of 8 lakhs of rupees on 
the provision of an adequate and sanitary water- 

supply scheme for Salem. The scheme may briefly be described as 
follows :—Five miles to the south of Salem, there is at present a 
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shallow tank which is fed by a channel taking off from a river. 
It is now proposed to increase the capacity of this tank from about 
70 million to 176 million cubic feet. The tank, from which there 
is some irrigation at present, will then, in addition to its present 
storage for irrigation, hold a drinking water-supply for 383 days 
for a total population of 80,000 at 15 gallons per head per diem. 
The scheme involves the construction of a new anicut across the 
river and a new supply channel to the storage tank, whence the 
water will be drawn off from an off-take tower and conveyed to the 
filter beds, of which there will be three. From the filters there will 
be a steel delivery main to the service reservoir at Ammapet, a dis- 
tance of about 9 miles from the tank. This reservoir commands 
the whole town except a few portions which will be supplied by 


pumping. 





CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained :— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 


A London firm desire to get into touch with Canadian canned 
goods exporters requiring representation in the United Kingdom. 

A Liverpool firm wish to open up trade with Canadian wholesale 
grocers, manufacturing confectioners and biscuit makers, for the 
sale of French shelled walnuts, almonds, peanuts, desiccated cocoanut 
and confectioners’ sundries ; also with the paint and colour trades in 
French chalk, talc, &c. 

An important Lincolnshire firm of engineers manufacturing all 
descriptions of agricultural machinery and implements, tractors, &c., 
wish to increase their Canadian business, and would like to hear 
from interested persons in the Dominion. 

A Birmingham firm manufacturing scales and weighing machines 
wish to get into touch with hardware factors or merchants in 
Canada with a view to business. 

The London agent for a new farmers’ roller mill, stated to pro- 
duce flour that will stand comparison with that from much larger 
mills, would like to hear from interested persons in Canada. 

A London firm dealing in iron, steel, metals, machinery and hard- 
ware, wish to be placed in touch with a reliable firm in Canada 
willing either to act as their agents or to work the business 
mutually with them. 

A Yorkshire firm manufacturing all types of steam boilers, 
chemical works plant, tanks, pans, stills, heaters, &c., wish to 
increase business connections in Canada. 

Enquiry has been made by a London firm for the names of some 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA—continued. 


Canadian exporters of canned goods not represented in Great 
Britain, who might be prepared to appoint them as agents. 

A London firm dealing in spices, gum, drysalteries, &c., wish to 
increase business connections with Canada. 

A Yorkshire firm manufacturing all kinds of erasing rubber wish 
to be placed in touch with Canadian firms who might be willing to 
assist them in extending their business connections with Canada, 
or with actual buyers. 

Two Yorkshire firms manufacturing leather belting, ieather 
hose, &c., desire to increase business connections with Canada, 
and are prepared to appoint agents. 

A Staffordshire tile manufacturer desires to appoint one or more 
buying agents in Canada. 

INDIAN ENQUIRY. 


Enquiry has been received from a firm in India for the names of 
reliable firms in Canada willing to import undressed hides, skins, 
and rough leather. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Montreal manufacturers’ agent, who reports a good opening 
in Canada for fancy goods suitable for general stores, desires to 
secure the sole agency of a first-class firm in the United Kingdom 
manufacturing hair and toilet brushes, manicure cases, &c. 

A firm in the Province of Quebec mining asbestos desire to get 
into communication with United Kingdom importers of asbestos 
fibre. ‘They would also like to hear from a firm willing to consider 
the purchase of an asbestcs mine. 

A correspondent in the Province of Ontario who has been 
entrusted with the sale of a special make of machine for manu- 
facturing cement blocks and also a machine for mixing concrete, is 
prepared to dispose of the sole right to sell in Great Britain. 

A British Columbia firm of manufacturers’ and commission agents, 
already representing a number of British firms in that Province, 
are desirous of increasing business connections in Great Britain. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 

: * * * * 

The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A firm of provision merchants are in the market for regular 

supplies of beef briskets, and would be glad to get into touch with 
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¢ 
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CANADA—continued., 
Canadian Abattoirs and similar enterprises which are in a position 
to do the business. 

The manufacturers of a drying machine as used by brewers, 
distillers and sugar manufacturers, would like to get into corres- 
pondence with a reliable firm in Canada who are in a position to 
introduce the machine to users. 

The manufacturers of a speciality in smoking pipes seek Canadian 
resident agents. 

A manufacturer of gloves would like to obtain a share of trade 
in Canada and is prepared to appoint suitable Canadian resident 
agents. 

A Belfast firm would like to hear from a first-class Canadian 
shipper of Grain seeking representation in Jreland. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRY. 

A manufacturer's agent in Vancouver is willing to represent 
additional United Kingdom manufacturers of hardware and metal 
goods. 

Note.—-For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 

The following trade enquiries have been received at the Offices of 
Siimamniiakan the Representative in London of the Common- 
Enquiries wealth of Australia, 72, Victoria Street, S.W., 

; whence further information regarding them may 
be obtained :— 

An English firm about to open a branch in Sydney desire sole 
agencies for British hardware specialities. 

A manufacturers’ agent established in Melbourne, and shortly 
visiting England, desires to secure further agencies for up-to-date 
English houses manufacturing clothing specialities. 

A Liverpool firm of manufacturers desiring to introduce into 
Australia basic slag phosphat:;, which is regarded as a valuable 
fertiliser, wish to appoint buying agents in Australia. 

Note——-For further information regarding these enquiries, appli- 
cation should be made to the Commonwealth Offices, 72, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 








VICTORIA. 
The Agent-General for Victoria notifies that a Melbourne merchant, 
, who frequently visits all the Australian States 
Comsmnancia} and New Zealand, is willing to undertake an 
maqenry: agency for a firm of motor-car manufacturers. 
For further information application should be made to the Agent- 
General, at 142, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 


* 
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VICTORIA—continued. 


“The Argus ” (Melbourne) of 9th September states that no decision 
Electric Railway had at that date been arrived at by the State 

Government regarding Mr. Merz’s recommenda- 

Plant. , 

tions for the conversion of the suburban railway 
lines from steam to electric traction, but that the Premier was 
inclined to favour the adoption of the first stage of electrification 
recommended by Mr. Merz, which embraces the Port Melbourne, 
St. Kilda, Sandringham and Broadmeadows lines, a length of 
29 miles, involving a constructional expenditure of 800,0001. 


“The Argus” also reports an announcement by the Premier to the 
effect that plans were being prepared and 
tenders would shortly be invited for the 
construction of piers in connection with the 
scheme for improving the harbour accommodation. 


Construction 
of Piers. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


‘‘ Australasian Hardware and Machinery ” of Ist September states 

, that electrical machinery to the value of 
Miectrigal- ackinary. 79,0001. will be required to complete the 
Waipori power scheme. 





NATAL, 


Whaling Steamer ; Plant and 


Equipment for Factory. See notice on p. 187. 





NORWAY: 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond Hay, M.V.O.) 
; reports that the Norwegian naval authorities 
Saiicleth:and at’ Hibeteti have issued ; call for tenders* for 
cays. the supply of ;—(1) 3,500 metres of cotton and 
linen sailcloth and 1,500 metres of tarpaulin—tenders to be 
marked “‘ Anbud paa Seilduk ;” and (2) 1,500 caps—tenders to be 
marked “ Anbud paa Matroshuer.” Tenders must be delivered at 
Marinens Intendantur, Horten, by 1 p.m. on 27th October in the 
first case and 1 p.m. on 30th October in the second. 

Copies of the conditions and specifications relating to the above 
contracts, together with samples of the sailcloth, have been 
received from H.M. Consul, and may be inspected by British 
makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 








* In all cases of Norwegian Government contracts a preference of from 10 to 
15 per cent. (apart from Customs duties) is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 
It is obligatory that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not necessary for the 
agent to be 2 Norwegian firm. 
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SWEDEN. 


The Acting British Consul at Stockholm (Mr. W. Sterling) reports 
that the Swedish State Railways have issued 


Cotton and 
Woollen Stuffs, org a biccy cae for the supply of the following 
ae st (1) 320,000 kilogs. of cotton waste, 3,500 
Ps “s ‘ metres of cotton stuff for curtains, 1,200 metres 


of woollen stuff for curtains, 500 metres of linen 
damask, 400 pieces of Axminster carpet, 140 cocoanut door mats, 
1,600 leather straps for windows, and 200,000 dusters. 

(2) 600 metres of horse-hair matting, 2,000 metres of linoleum 
matting 900 metres of wax cloth (American cloth), 215 rolls of 
tracing cloth, 102 reams of emery cloth, 1,500 metres of cotton 
linen and 47,000 greasing pads (“‘ smérjdynimnen ”’). : 

All goods must. be of the first quality and must be delivered free 
in the railway truck at the station either in one lot on lst March 
next or successively in different quantities per month throughout 
1909. ‘The net price must be given in Swedish currency and the 
tender should mention the place and manner of delivery contem- 
plated. The tender must state how far the goods are Swedish or 
foreign, or whether they have been manufactured in Sweden or 
abroad. Only one sort of goods can be quoted for on each tender 
form. The Administration reserve the right to accept a portion of 
the quantity tendered for, unless the firm tendering states that the 
tender is only for the whole quantity. 

Tenders, accompanied by specimens, should be sealed and 
addressed to the Kungliga Jiirnvigsstyrelsen, Stockholm, with 
an inscription on the envelope indicating the article tendered for. 
They will be received up to noon on the 6th November for articles 
in Group 1 and on the 20th November for articles in Group 2. 
Tenders, unaccompanied by samples or accompanied by samples 
of insufficient size, will not be considered. Firms whose tenders 
are accepted will be notified thereof not later than 19th November 
in the first case, and not later than 7th December in the second. 

Copies of the specifications have been forwarded by the Acting 
Consul, and may be inspected by British manufacturers on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





GERMANY, 


H.M. Consul-General at Berlin has forwarded copies of the forms 
of tender and contract (ordinary and _ special) 
relating to the following contracts for which 
tenders are invited by the Prussian State Rail- 
way Directorate at Berlin :— 

1. The supply of 6,550 kilos. of copper wire and 3,070 kilos. 


Copper and Brass 
Wire, Brass 
Sheets, Iron, &c. 
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GERMAN Y—contizued. 


of brass wire, in 6 lots each; 760 kilos. of specially-shaped 
copper wire and 2,200 kilos. of bright brass sheets, in 2 lots 
each ; and 17,900 kilos. of black brass sheets, in 7 lots ; delivery 
to be effected at the Railway Works at Tempelhof, Stargard 
(Pomerania), Dirschau, Osterode (Prussia), Bromberg, Magde- 
burg-Buckau, Schneidemiihl, Halle-on-Saale, Berlin 1, Kénigsberg 
(Prussia), between the 1st April, 1909, and 31st March, 1910. 

2. he supply of 5,070,400 kilos. of rod-iron in 24 lots; 
145,600 kilos. of hoop-iron in 3 lots; 131,300 kilos. of boiler 
plates in 5 lots; 2,630,800 kilos. of iron sheets in 18 lots; 397 
dished sheets in 4 lots; 115,000 kilos. of iron for Mansell rings in 
3 lots; 684,000 kilos. of angle iron in 11 lots; 545,000 kilos. of 
figured. bar iron in 7 lots ; and 19,200 kilos. of front tube plates in 
3 lots; delivery to be effected at the railway works at Berlin, 
Stettin, Kénigsberg (Prussia), Bromberg, Halle-on-Saale, Magde- 
burg, Dantzig, Eberswalde, Osterode (Prussia), Dirschau, Schneide- 
miihl, Delitzsch, Cottbus, and Salbke-Westerhiisen, between the 
lst April, 1909, and the 3lst March, 1910. 

Sealed tenders must be delivered at ‘“ Das Zentralbureau, 
Zimmer 257, 1/4, Schéneberger Ufer, Berlin, W. 35, not later than 
9.30 a.m., on the 3rd November for the first contract, and 10 a.m. 
on the 11th November for the second. 

Forms of tender and contract may be obtained at the same 
‘“ Zentralbureau,” on payment of 6d. each in cash (not stamps), or 
61d. by postal order, in the first case, and 1s. 6d. in cash, or 
1s. 64d. by postal order, in the second. 

Copies of the tender and contract forms (in German) may be 
inspected by British makers on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


The ‘“ Berliner Bérsen-Zeitung” of 14th October announces that 

the Municipal Authorities of Dresden invite 
Portland Cement. tenders for the supply of 12,500 metric tons 

of Portland cement for next year’s require- 
ments. Forms of specification and contract may be procured from the 
‘‘Kanzlei des Tiefbauamtes, Gewandhaus Strasse 7, II., Dresden,” 
to which address also tenders must be submitted before noon on 
30th October. Tenders are to hold good until the end of January, 
1909. 


The “ Bérsen-Zeitung” also announces that the State Railway 
Directorate at St. Johann-Saarbrucken invite 
Portland Cement. tenders for the supply, in eight lots, of 6,780 
metric tons of Portland cement. Sealed tenders, 
superscribed ‘“‘ Lieferung auf Portlanczement,” must be delivered 
to the “ Kénigliche Eisenbahndirection, St. Johann-Saarbriicken,” 
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GERMAN Y—continued. 


where they will be opened at 11.30 a.m. on the 27th October. 
Forms and conditions of tender may be obtained at the above- 
mentioned “ EHisenbahndirection ’ by remitting 6d. in cash or by 
postal order (not stamps). 


The ‘ Oeffentlicher Anzeiger” (Hamburg) of 16th October 
announces that tenders are invited for the supply 

Portland Cement. of 10,000 metric tons of Portland cement for 
the Hamburg Gas Works. 

Copies of the form of contract and conditions of tender may be 
seen at, or purchased for 1s. from, the “ Sekretariat II. der Finanz- 
deputation, Hamburg,” to which address also tenders, superscribed 
“ Lieferung auf Portlandzement (Submission No. 745),” must be 
delivered before noon on 31st October. 





BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) has forwarded 

a copy of a specification issued by the Muni- 

Briquettes. cipal Authorities of that city in connection with 

a call for tenders for the supply of 7,000 tons of 

briquettes for use in steam engines. A deposit of 6,000 francs 

(about 2401.) will be required “to qualify any tender. Tenders, 

enclosed in sealed, registered envelopes, should be addressed 

to Monsieur le Bourgmestre de la Ville d’Anvers, Hotel de Ville, 

Antwerp, by whom they will be received not later than the 26th 
October. 

The specification (cahier des charges) may be obtained from the 
Hotel de Ville, at a cost of 1 franc. A copy may be consulted by 
British makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





SWITZERLAND. 


The Official ‘‘ Feuille Fédérale Suisse ” (Berne) of 30th September 
reports that the Swiss Government have granted 
Plant and to a preliminary Committee composed of Messrs. 
Rolline Stock Miiller, Zeerleder and Gobat of Zurich and 
oming Brock. Berne, and the Compagnie Electrique Alioth at 
Munchenstein, the concession for the construction and working of 
a narrow gauge (1 metre) overhead electric railway, 60 kilometres 
long, from Gletsch over Andermatt to Disentis (Furka-Oberalp 
Railway). Of the 14,000,000 francs (560,000/.) the sum which it is 
estimated is required to carry out the work, 1,483,000 francs 
(59,3201.) are assigned for the purchase of steel rails and like 
permanent-way material, 1,585,000 francs (63,400/.) for rolling 
stock, and 1,055,000 francs (42, 2002.) for the erection of buildings. 


Electric Railway 
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PORTUGAL, 
The “ Diario do Governo” of 5th October contains notices to the 
effect that the following mines have been 

Mining Plant. discovered :— 

1. A silver-lead mine at Courela de Agua de’ 
Banhos in the “concelho” of Elvas, Portalegre district, by the 
Tinoca Company, Ltd., of Glasgow. 

2. Wolfram mines at Ceriudo, Nave da Passo and Sainsa, 
various places in the “concelho” of Pinhel, Guarda district, by 
Carlos Philibert. 

In each case a period of six months’ grace has been stipulated 
by the Portuguese Government pending the granting of the con- 
cession, in order that the requisite amount of capital may be 
secured for the development of the mines. 


The “ Diario” of 10th October contains a notice inviting tenders 
Motor Boat a the establishment of a motor boat service 
Service or the carriage of passengers and goods be- 
tween Bestida and 'l'orreira on the river Aveiro. 
The competition will turn on the reduction of a subsidy to be 
granted by the Government, the maximum subsidy being fixed at 
2,000 milreis per annum. ‘Tenders will be opened at the Ministerio 
das Obras Publicas, Commercio e Industria, Lisbon, on 7th January, 
1909. <A deposit of 200 milreis will be required to qualify any 
tender. 

The “ Diario,” which contains a quantity of information as to 
the conditions under which the contract will be given, may be seen 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 








MOZAMBIQUE. 
Agricultural See article on p. 168, especially the concluding 
Implements. paragraph. 
SPAIN. 


The British Vice-Consul at Vigo reports that the importation of 

tin plate at that port in 1907 increased in 

Tin Plate. quantity as compared with the preceding year, 

although its value appears reduced owing to 

the different valuation adopted in the Custom-house. He adds 

that the British product is highly appreciated, being preferred 

to the Spanish tin plates, and that at the present moment British 

industry has a chance to secure the entire market. (foreign Office, 
Annual Series, No. 4,119.) 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 13th October contains a notice calling 
Water Suvvl for tenders for works in connection with the 
Wiehe distribution of the waters of the Canal de 

; Isabel II., in Madrid, The upset price of the 











Ot 
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SPAIN —continued. 
present contract, which is for the first section of the work, is fixed 
at 596,693 pesetas (about 20,300/.). Tenders will be opened at 
noon on 18th November, and a deposit of 29,835 pesetas (about 
1,0652.) will be required to qualify any tender. Local repre- 
sentation is necessary. 


The “Gaceta” of 14th October contains a notice calling for 
tenders for the execution of water suppl 

ee ey works in Reinosa, according to a project aed 

— pared by Senor D. Recaredo Huagon y Vedia, 

at an upset price of 297,540 pesetas (about 10,600/.). Tenders 
will be opened at 11 o'clock on 21st November at the Direccion 
General de Administracion, Madrid, and the Casa Consistorial, 
Reinosa, simultaneously. A deposit of 5 per cent. of the value of 
the tender will be required. Local representation is necessary. 

The ‘ Gaceta,” which contains considerable information as to 
the nature of the work to be carried out and the conditions under 
which the contract will be given, may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





: ITALY: 
H.M. Consul at Venice reports that lawn tennis and football clubs, 
which only a few years ago were hardly known in 
the Venetian provinces, are now greatly in vogue. 
He suggests that British sellers of articles con- 
nected with such sports should endeavour to 
make known their goods by consignments for sale to a few respect- 
‘able and solvent dealers in the principal towns of Venetia. 


(Ferzign Office, Annual Series, 4,122.) 


The “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 14th October contains a notice of a 
call for tenders for the supply to the Royal 
Iron Bolts. Arsenal of Naples and the Dock Yard of 
Castellamare di Stabia of bolts of homogeneous 
iron, to the value of 40,000 lire. Tenders will be opened in the 
Uffici dei Contratti of Spezia and Naples simultaneously at 11 
o'clock on 10th November, and a deposit of 4,000 lire will be 
required to qualify any tender. Local representation is practically 
necessary. 
The ‘‘ Gazzetta,” which contains further information as to the 
formalities for tendering, may be seen at the Commercial Intelh- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 


The ‘‘ Gazzetta” of 15th October contains a copy of a decree 
authorising the Societa Frenlana di Elettricita 
to construct and work electric tramways in 
the district of Udine as follows :— 


Lawn Tennis 
and Football 
Requisites. 


Electric Tramway 
Plant. 
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ITAL Y—continued. 


(a) From the Piazza Vittorio Emanuele to the railway station 
through via delle Poste, via Aquileia, piazza Palmanora and viale 
della Stazione. 

(b) From the Piazza Vittorio Emanuele to the railway station 
through via Cavour, via Paolo Canciani, via Giazzano, piazza 
Garibaldi, via Cussignacco, via Bernardo De Rubeio and viale della 
Stazione. 

(c) From the. Piazza Vittorio Emanuele to Porta Gemona 
through via Mercato Vecchio, via Bartolini and via Gemona. 

(dq) From Piazza Vittorio Emanuele to Porta Venezia through 
via Cavour and via Poscolle. 


The ‘‘ Bollettino delie Finanze ” (Rome) of 11th October announces 
Bridge that the Ministry of Public Works at Rome 
eieieiadian and the Prefecture of Siracuse have called for 
‘tenders for the construction of a bridge near 
the Borough of Sant’Antonio in the port of Siracuse. The upset 
price is 948,000 lire (about 37,920/.) and a provisional deposit of 
5,000 lire (2001.) is required, to be increased to 50,000 lire (2,000/.) 
by the successful tenderer. Tenders will be opened at 11 a.m. on 
the 7th November at the ‘‘ Ministero dei Lavori Pubblici, Rome,” 
or to the “ R. Prefettura, Siracusa.” Local representation is 
practically necessary. 





ROUMANIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Galatz (Mr. N. L. Shadwell) reports 
; that the demand for tin-plates, terne- 
Tin-Plates, Terne-Plates, plates, black sheets, &c.,in Roumania is 
Black Sheets, &c. = . 
very considerable and growing. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) of 16th October 
announces that on 14th November tenders will 


Concrete be opened at the Ministry of Public Works at 
Bridge : ‘ : 
: Bucharest for the erection across the river 
Construction. 


Buzeu of an arched bridge, made of reinforced 
concrete. The bridge is to have 6 openings or divisions, each 20 
metres apart. The upset price is 155,000 francs (6,200/.). 





BRAZIL. 


The “Diario Official” of 27th September contains a copy 
of a decree authorising Messrs. Felten and 
= Guillaume Lahmeyerwerke, Akt. Ges. of 
cane. Mulheim a/R. to lay and work a submarine 
telegraph cable between the Brazilian coast and the Island of 
Tenerife. 








ee ee ee eee ee er 
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BRA ZI L—continued. 

The “ Diario,” which contains a copy of the conditions under 
which the contract is granted, may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch ot the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 


Railway Material. See notice on p. 177. 


ARGENTINA. 

The ‘ Boletin Oficial” of 16th September contains a copy of a 
Decree authorising the Government to expend 
50,000 pesos (about 4,375/.) on the construction 
of telegraph lines in the province of San Juan 
to unite the capital of the province and Calingasta vi4 Desam- 
parados, Marquesado and Barral, and the department of Jachil and 
La Iglesia vid Rodeo. 





Telegraph 
Material. 





URUGUAY. 
The ‘‘ Diario Oficial” of 12th September contains a notice inviting 
tenders for the supply of paper for printing the 
Paper. ‘“‘ Diario Oficial.” Tenders must be sent into 
the Oficinas of the Administracion del ‘* Diario 
Oficial” before 28th December. Further particulars may be seen 
at the above-mentioned Oficinas. 


The “ Diario” of 17th September contains a notice inviting 
tenders for the supply of the iron superstructure 
for bridges over the Rio Santa Lucia Chico 
and the Assojo Juncal in the Department of 
Florida. ‘Tenders will be received until 2 p.m. on 7th January at 
the Departamento Nacional de Ingenieros, Montevideo, where 
plans, specifications, &c., may be seen. 


Iron Bridge 
Superstructure. 


The same “Diario” contains a notice inviting tenders for the 
’ execution of water supply works for the town 
o nue Y of Jose Battle y Ordonez. Tenders will be 
— received until 2 p.m. on 13th November, at the 
Departamento Nacional de Ingenieros, Montevideo, where plans, 
specifications, &c., may be seen. 





EXHIBITIONS, 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

A few copies of the regulations and forms of application 
Sebastes relating to the international shooting and field 
eatin snd sports exhibition to be held at Vienna from 
Field - oe 15th May to 15th October, 1910 (see “ Board 
a Fis a of Trade Journal” of 16th April, p. 124, and 
that of 7th May, p. 278), have been received, 

through the Foreign Office, from the Austro-Hungarian Embassy 
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in London. Copies may be obtained (until the supply is exhausted ) 
by British firms interested on application to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





BRAZIL. 


A number of copies of the rules and application forms relating to 
the international exhibition of hygiene to be 


me tp held at Rio de Janeiro from the Ist August to 
Hyei the 30th September, 1909, in connection with 
ygiene at 


the fourth Latin-American Medical Conference, 
has been received from the Acting British 
Consul-General at that city (Mr. V. H. C. Bosanquet), and may be 
obtained (until the supply is exhausted) by British firms on 
application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Rio de Janeiro. 





NOTICE TO BRITISH TRADERS (SICILY). 


Information which may be of value having been received at the 
Board of Trade from a trustworthy source with reference to a 
certain trader (importer) at Palermo and Catania, further particu- 
lars will, at the discretion of the Director, be communicated, in 
confidence, to British firms interested, on personal application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 


73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON COMMERCIAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 


The President of the Board of Trade has appointed Mr. Percy 
Ashley to be Secretary to the Advisory Committee on Commercial 
Intelligence, in succession to Mr. U,. F. Wintour, appointed Officer 
in Charge of the Exhibitions Branch of the Board (see p. 64 of 
the ‘ Board of Trade Journal ” of 9th July). 





CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 


The Commercial! Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings for abroad British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and last year, in order to attain more fully 
the purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
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turers or traders’ interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. 

British firms desiring to have their names entered on this 
Register should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch a form of application, copies of which may be obtained 
at the offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. The annual subscription to’ the 
Journal, including postage, is lds. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

Note.-—Apart from the special Register, the Branch is always 
ready, as far as possible, to answer enquiries on specific questions 
in the interest of British trade. | 





SALE OF ARMS IN MOROCCO. 


In accordance with the International Algeciras Act, 1906, and 
the Regulations made thereunder by the Moroccan Government 
and the Diplomatic Corps at Tangier, H.M. Government are 
prepared to receive applications from British subjects for the right 
to open an establishment at Tangier for the sale of non-rifled 
sporting arms, arms de luxe, and their ammunition. 

One subject only of each State Signatory to the Act, other than 
Morocco, will be given the right to open such an establishment. 
The name of the British subject selected by H.M. Government 
will be submitted, through the British Legation at Tangier, to the 
Moroccan Government for the issue of the necessary authorisation. 
The selected candidate will be required to deposit with the State 
Bank at Morocco a sum of 1,000 douros Makhzani, gold (= 2001.), 
to give proof of technical knowledge with regard to firearms, and 
sign a declaration that he will conform to the above-mentioned 
Regulations. | | 
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Applications should be made, in writing, on or before the 
Ist December, 1908, to 


(For the United Kingdom) (1) The Under Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, London, 8.W. 


(For Gibraltar) (2) H.E. The Governor. 
(For Tangier) (3) H.B.M. Minister, Tangier. 


This notice is published simultaneously in the United Kingdom, 


Gibraltar and Tangier. 
An English translation of the Regulations is appended :— 


REGULATIONS. 


In accordance with the Act of Algeciras, particularly Articles 17 
and 18, relating to trade in non-rifled sporting arms, arms de luxe, 
and their ammunition, the following Regulations have been drawn 
up by agreement between the Moroccan}Delegation and the Diplo- 
matic Corps :— 

1. The Moroccan Government reserves the right to open itself, 
or authorise its subjects to open, one or more establishments for 
the sale of non-rifled arms of Moroccan manufacture at any place 
in the Empire. 

2. Each of the Powers signatory to the Act of Algeciras shall 
have the right for one of its nationals to open an establishment for 
the sale of sporting arms and arms de luwe of foreign manufacture 
at Tangier. The names of the foreign candidates shall be notified 
to the Moroccan Government within six months from the date on 
which the present Regulations come into force.* On the notifica- 
tion being made the Moroccan Government will issue the necessary 
authorisation. 

3. The candidate must be of the nationality of the country which 
submits his name. 

4. Each candidate must deposit at the State Bank of Morocco a 
sum of 1,000 douros makhzani, gold (= 200/.), in specie or bonds of 
the Powers signatory to the Act of Algeciras. He must prove his 
technical knowledge in the matter of arms, or, at least, bind him- 
self to have an employee who shall doso. The candidate shall sign 
a declaration to conform to the provisions of the present Regula- 
tions, specially to those concerning fines. 

5. The licence will be issued on the written application of the 
interested party, if supported by a recommendation from his Lega- 
tion. The latter must be accompanied by a certificate of respect- 
ability bearing the same date as the application and delivered by 
the Legation. 

6. A licence shall run for three years and be renewable for similar 
periods if the dealer meanwhile has incurred no penalty under 
Chapter 2 of the Act of Algeciras, nor a temporary withdrawal of 





* The Regulations came into force on the Ist August, 1908. 
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licence under the present Regulations, and provided that this 
Article shall not be modified at the end of a period of three years. 

With each renewal of the licence the certificate of respectability 
must also be renewed. 

7. The licence shall not be transferable. At the death of the 
dealer it shall not attach to his successors unless they fulfil the 
conditions of these Regulations. 

8. The dealer shall reside at Tangier and exercise his trade in 
person solely upon his own responsibility. He shall open a public 
store limited to the sale of the arms and ammunition mentioned in 
Article 14 as well as sporting requisites, 

9. Non-rifled sporting arms and arms de luxe and their ammuni- 
tion, accompanied by certificates of origin, shall be admitted into 
the country on written application of the dealer, visée by the 
Legation of the country of origin. The visa shall be countersigned 
by the representative of the Sultan. The Customs shall affix on 
each firearm a special seal which shal]l not be removed until the 
delivery of the firearm to the purchaser. 

10. ‘The receptacles containing arms and ammunition shall be 
cleared through the Customs on production— 

(a) of the application in writing and visée as mentioned above, 

(b) of the certificate of origin, 

(c) of a bill of lading indicating the number and weight of the 
receptacles, the number and character of the arms and ammunition 
contained therein and the numbers affixed to the arms. 

This document shall be visée by a member of the Permanent 
Customs Committee provided for in Article 97 of the Algeciras Act, 
assisted by the “ Oumana.”’ ‘These officers shall mark on the back 
of the bill of lading the quantities of arms and ammunition 
previously cleared through the Customs. The visa shall be 
withheld as soon as the entire order is delivered. 

11. The dealer shall preserve the certificate of origin until all the 
arms and ammunition in the consignment are sold. 

12. Each dealer shall have a stamped register with numbered 
pages issued by the Moroccan Government on payment of 4-douro 
Makhzani, gold (= 9,6,d.) per leaf. very consignment of arms 
and ammunition shall be entered in the register on the date of its 
delivery to the store. 

The dealer shall enter day by day in the same register particulars 
of the sales, the number and character of the arms sold, the num- 
bers affixed thereto and the name of the purchaser. All entries 
shall follow each other without blanks, erasures or interpolations. 
The purchaser shall be given a receipt containing the same par- 
ticulars. 

13. No dealer shall sell a firearm unless the purchaser produces 
a permit to carry arms, signed by the Representative of the Sultan, 
if such person is a Moroccan, and by the purchaser’s Legation if he 
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is a foreigner. ‘'he permit shall be countersigned by the Repre- 
sentative of the Sultan in return for the payment of an annual tax 
of 2 douros Makhzani, gold (= 8s.). Every month each Legation 
shall send to the Sultan’s Representative a list of permits issued. 
Should any persons have more than once been given authorisation 
to purchase a firearm of the same class, the reasons shall be indi- 
cated in this list. Such authorisation shall never be given for more 
than three arms of the same class, nor for more than one pistol or 
revolver. 

Every month the Sultan’s Representative shall send to the 
Permanent Customs Committee a copy of the list of permits to 
carry arms issued by the Makhzen or by the Legations. 

14. The purchaser of a sporting gun or an arm de luxe shall not 
sell it again except to a person provided with a permit to carry 
arms, or an establishment for the sale of arms. In the latter event 
the dealer shall be bound to enter the purchase in his register with 
the particulars prescribed by Article 12. 

15. The establishments shall be inspected at least once a month 
by a delegate of the Makhzen accompanied by a delegate of the 
Permanent Customs Committee. The Legation of the dealer shall 
be notified of such inspection. 

16. Each establishment may contain not more than the following 
quantities of arms :—- 

Fifty sporting guns or guns de luxe ; 

Fifty saloon pistols or carbines ; 

Fifty other pistols, not being war pistols ; 

Thirty non-rifled revolvers, not being war-revolvers ; 
(per year). 

The sale of side-arms is limited to sporting arms, arms de luwe, 
and fencing arms. Each establishment shall have the right to 
import not more than 100,000 cartridges a year for arms mentioned 
above. 

17. The Moroccan Government shall issue authorisation for a 
new consignment of arms on the dealer being able to prove, by 
means of his register that half the arms which he shall have in 
stock have been sold. 

Arms shall not, however, be allowed to be cleared through the 
Customs in a greater quantity than the difference between the 
maximum amounts allowed and the number rer aining in stock. 

15. The licence may be temporarily withdrawn-- 

(a) In the event of Morocco being at war with another country ; 

(b) In the event of grave disturbances in the district. 

In the latter case, the licence shall be withdrawn by decision of the 
Moroccan Government in concert with the Diplomatic Corps. 

19. Penalties shall be imposed on dealers by the competent 
tribunal-- . 

(a) In the event of the register being incorrectly kept ; 
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(b) In the event of the dealer having in stock, or selling, a fire- 
arm, ammunition or materials for their manufacture, the origin of 
which he is unable to prove. 

(c) In the event of the dealer having sold a firearm to a person 
not provided with a permit to carry arms. 

The following penalties may be imposed according to the gravity 
of the case :— 

(a) Warning ; 

(b) Forfeiture of the deposit prescribed by Article 4, up to a 
maximum of 100 douros Makhzani, gold (= 201.), the dealer being 
bound in this case to pay immediately a sum equivalent to the 
amount of the penalty, in order that the amount of the deposit 
may be kept intact ; 

(c) Temporary withdrawal of the licence for a period from 15 
days to three mouths, 

The proceeds of fines shall be disposed of in accordance with 
Article 28 of the Algeciras Act. 

20. The licence shall be withdrawn finally :— 

(a) after two temporary withdrawals ; 

(b) where the dealer has suffered punishment for a penal offence ; 

(c) where the dealer has been guilty of the offences in the matter 
of contraband mentioned in Articles 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23 in the 
Algeciras Act—without prejudice to the penalties imposed by 
that Act. 

21. The delegates charged with the inspection of the establish- 
ments under Regulation 15 shall inform the Legations direct of 
the infractions committed by the dealers of their nationality, with 
a view to the delinquents being prosecuted by the competent 
tribunal. 

22. Any person found carrying a sporting arm or an arm de luxe 
in public, without possessing a permit to carry arms, shall be prose- 
cuted before the competent tribunal, which shall impose on him 
the penalties prescribed by the laws of his own country. 

This Regulation shall not apply to the Diplomatic Corps and 
their suites. 

23. These Regulations snall apply to the establishments to be 
opened hereafter on the coast, when circumstances permit. 

24. The number of the establishments shall be fixed by agree- 
ment between the Moroccan Government and the Diplomatic 
Corps. 

TEMPORARY PROVISION. 

The present owners of sporting arms and arms de luwe residing 
in the country shall furnish themselves with a permit to carry arms 
within six months from the date on which the present Regulations 
shall become operative. 

GENERAL PROVISION. 

At the request of the Makhzen or of the majority of the 
Diplomatic Corps, the present Regulations may be revised by 
agreement between those authorities after a period of three years. 
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AGRICULTURAL POSSIBILITIES OF MOZAMBIQUE. 


The Acting British Consul at Lourengo Marques has forwarded 
a copy of a report on agriculture in Mozambique by Mr. F. T. 
Nicholson, the Chairman of the Pretoria Society of Agriculture, 
and Secretary to the Agricultural Union. He states that the 
lower reaches of the Limpopo, for a distance of some 20 miles, 
are bounded on either side by very fertile lands. They are 
covered with an alluvial deposit varying in depth from 5 to 15 
feet and their extent is at least 100 square miles, surrounded by 
wide stretches of grazing land capable of carrying many thousands 
of live stock. ‘The existing crops comprise maize, sorghum, wheat, 
oats, barley, lucerne, rice, potatoes, mandioc, ground-nuts, beans, 
sweet potatoes, oranges, bananas, pineapples, vegetables of all 
kinds, and a multitude of mafura trees, bearing a most useful 
seed containing a large proportion of oil. Mr. Nicholson thinks 
that the most profitable crop would probahly be sugar cane, which 
grows there most luxuriantly and contains a remarkably high 
content of sugar. Steamers of 450 tons burden can traverse the 
river nearly to the northern limit of the area referred to. 

At Inhambane Mr. Nicholson found evidences that cotton could 
be grown with success, but lack of knowledge having led to failure 
in some cases, the experiments had been abandoned. ‘The coffee of 
the same district is in great demand in some quarters. It is said 
that the trees are not subject to the leaf diseases and other pests 
that have rendered the cultivation of imported varieties of coffee 
impossible along the East African coast. The construction of the 
proposed railway to Inharrime would, in conjunction with the water- 
way beyond that place, open up the inland districts for a distance 
of 100 miles from the port, and pass through some of the best 
territory. Mr. Nicholson was informed that cheap native labour 
could be obtained in abundance. 

Large quantities of rice are grown in the Zambesia district, but 
Mr. Nicholson was informed that a really suitable variety had not 
yet been introduced. This product might be grown much more 
extensively, and apparently with a satisfactory profit. It was 
stated that as many as thirty bags of 145 lb. weight could be 
grown upon one hectare of land, and that it could be sold in 
Quilimane at six shillings per bag at a reasonable profit. 

Several varieties of fibrous plants have been experimented with 
in the same district, the favourite variety being apparently sisal. 
At a plantation near the Nahali river some 125,000 plants are set 
out, and another 800,000 are ready for transplanting from the 
nurseries. Other extensive plantations are being laid down 
elsewhere. 

Mr. Nicholson observes that the conditions above described 
should afford a good field for the introduction of modern agricul- 
tural implements, such as machines for. the extraction of tree 
stumps, soil levellers, cultivators, ploughs, reaping machines, &Xc., 
which must of course be constructed to suit local requirements. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


BOLIVIA. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of the Bolivian official 
Journal, ‘‘ KE] Estado,” containing particulars of 
certain proposed amendments of the Valuation 
the Valuation Tariff of Bolivia which have been framed by 
the Customs Administration and submitted to 
saeie. the Minister of Finance. In the case of a few 
articles the Customs Administration recommend an alteration of 
the official valuations, but the bulk of the proposed modifications 
are textual amendments designed to remove the obscurities and 
contradictions of the existing ‘lariff. 
The “ Estado” may be inspected by persons interested at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 


Proposed 
Modifications of 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


DOMINION OF CANADA. YUKON. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on pp. 265-6 of the 
‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 9th February, 
1905, respecting the regulations affecting the 
importation of malt and spirituous liquors into 
the Yukon Territory, the Board of Trade have 
now received a copy of the “Canada Gazette” 
for 3rd October last which contains the text of 
an Ordinance amending the Ordinance of 22nd June, 1904, by 
providing that, on and after lst November, 1908, a tax of 50 cents 
per gallon shall be imposed on all ale, porter, beer, or lager beer 
not of Canadian or British production on importation into the 
Yukon Territory. 

| Note.—Under the previous Ordinance of 1904, ale, porter, beer, 
and lager beer were admitted free of duty into the Yukon 
Territory. | 


Import Tax on 
Foreign Ale and 
Beer Imported 
into the 
Yukon Territory. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Circular (No. 422 of 
1908) which was issued by the Commonwealth 
Department of Trade and Customs on 27th 
August last, stating that “‘ swivels ” (minor parts 
of jewellery) imported into Australia are to be 
treated as ‘‘ jewellery ” under the Commerce Regulations (for which 
see the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 29th November, 1906). 


Commerce Act: 
Decision as to 
Swivels. 
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SOLOMON ISLANDS PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, copies 
of Proclamations issued on 25rd March and 
4th July last imposing, under section 77 of 
“the Solomons (Customs) Regulation of 1907,” 
the following duties on the undermentioned 
articles imported into the Solomon Islands Protectorate :-- 


Imposition of 
Import Duties on 
certain Articles. 





Rates of 


Articles. Import Duty. 





PROCLAMATION OF 23RD MARCH, 1908. & d. 
Dynamite or other explosive used in lieu thereof... per Lb. 1 0 
Fuses she ses ove : ao iy. ay coil of 24 fort lie 
Detonators _ — oe see one ad val. | 100 % 
PROCLAMATION OF 4TH JULY, 1908. = | 
Ale, beer and porter— per dozen quarts | 2 0 
In bottle ee ‘ “es } pints | 1 0 
; ee -pts. or less | 0 6 
In wood or jar ape wr oes _ oe per gallon | 9 
Spirits of all kinds— | 
The strength of which can be ascertained by Sykes’ hydro- 
meter, and is over proof... per proof gallon | 14 
The strength of which can be ascertained by Sykes’ hydro- 
meter, and is under proof ” . per liquid gallon 14 0 


Spirits and spirituous compounds, unless otherwise enumerated, 
and scented waters, the strength of which cannot be ascertained 
by Sykes’ hydrometer .» per liquid gallon 14 0 
Case spirits—Reputed contents of 2, 3, 4, or more gallons 
shall be charged— 
2 gallons and under, as 2 gallons. 
Over 2 gallons and not exceeding / gallons, as / re. 
» 3 " 
and so on for aDy greater "lehniics contained in viele case. | 
Wines— | 
Bordeaux (claret), Hock or Australian— 
In bulk ... .-- per gallon | | 2 0 


per 6 reputed quarts or 12 rep ‘ed pints or | | 
in bottle 44 reputed half-pints or smaller jiahition Be | 3% 

Other kinds— | 
In bulk... per gallon | 0 

: ( per 6 re muted quarts or , 12 reputed ints or | | 
Other kinds 1 $4 a half-pints or smaller quantiti 8 | ¥ 
Sparkling ms 1 1“ | 0 
Kerosene ... nn an ee ose ae an per ‘gallon | 0 3 








CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


The “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” for 25th Septem- 
i tattonial ber last contains copies of Proclamations (Nos. 
P . 437-8 of 1908), dated 21st September, 1908, 
Hides, Skins, *F é: Ridelan of 
Hay, &c providing, in accordance with the provisions of 

: the “‘ Animal Diseases Act Amendment Act of 

1906,” for the prohibition of the importation of Green hides, skins, 
and horns, and also of grass-hay or reeds from the Transvaal and 
Rhodesia into the Cape of Good Hope. 
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The importation into the iene from the Transvaal and 
Rhodesia of dry hides, skins and horns may only be permitted 
under certain conditions, whilst wool and mohair can only be 
introduced from the Transvaal when properly baled end consigned 
to a port for shipment oversea. 


NATAL: 

The “ Natal Government Gazette ” for 22nd September last contains 
Prohibition of the text of the ‘“‘ Angora Export Act, 1908,” 
the Exportation which has recently been passed amending the 

Law relating to the export of Angora goats 
of Angora Goats. 6. Natal. 

The Act repeals the Angora Export Duty Act, No. 12 of 1901,f 
and at the same time makes provision for the prohibition of the 
exportation of any Angora ram or ewe from the Colony, except to 
such South African Colonies as have passed similar prohibitive 
legislation. 








RUSSIA (FINLAND), 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul at 
Helsingfors reporting the following decisions of 
the Finnish Customs Department relative to 
the tariff classification of imported goods :-- 
(Finnish mark (100 penni) = 9°6d, ; 100 kilogs. == 220-46 lbs. | 


Customs 
Decisions. 











| Tariff No. | 
Aiticles. | — | Rate of Duty. 
Dutiable. | 
Marks penni. 
Per 100 kilogs. 
“ Papyrolin” (paper lined with cloth) ... vis | 235 (1) 52 20 
Ropes of cocoa-nut fibre ... ve’ ace jew son 64 Free 
Per 100 kilogs. 
Tissue made from mechanical pulp 235 (3) 41 20 
Lead wool, i.e., ordinary lead in thin ‘strips ‘used for 
insulating electric cables ‘ cos | ~ B04 0 60 
Bone rings ‘and plates, belonging to feeding bottles w» | 181 (4) 188 20 
Boots and shoes — 
(a) Covered with pure or half silk.. “ 204 (1) 564 70 
(6) With uppers of goat, calf, or other superior 
leather, culoured or not, patent leather, chev- 
reaux, glacé, &c., real or imitation, as well as 
cloth, except sail cloth or silk... ee | 204 (1) 141 20 
(ec) With wooden soles and leather uppers 204 (1) 58 380 
(d) With uppers of rough leather, and all kinds 
not included in a, b, or c, above, as, for instance, 
sailcloth ... 204 (1) 141 20 
Notes.— Boots and shoes of india- rubber, ‘leather, 
or cloth ‘ occ} 6887 Various rates. 
Sewn uppers are e dutiable as ‘ready- -made shoes. 
When shoes are in boxes, &c., duty is assessed on 
the gross weight | 








+ For which, see the “ Board of Trade Journal” for May &th, 1902. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





FRANCE. 


A recent French Customs Circular contains the text of several 
Presidential Decrees, dated the 28th July, which 
have been issued in execution of the Law of 
lst August, 1905 concerning the adulteration 
of alimentary substances and _ agricultural 
products. These Decrees determine the condi- 
tions under which vinegar, beer, cider, perry, 
syrups, and liqueurs may be offered for sale 
and delivered for consumption. ‘The Circular states that although 
the prescriptions in question have reference more particularly to 
the control and sale of the above-mentioned articles in the interior, 
they are in principle equally applicable to similar products 
imported from foreign countries ; and Customs officers are required, 
within the limits of their functions, to see that.they ‘are not 
infringed. Annexed to the Decrees is a Ministerial Order of the 
4th August enumerating the colouring materials which may be 
employed in the manufacture of syrups and liqueurs. 


Decrees regulat- 
ing the Sale of 
Vinegar, Beer, 
Cider, Perry, 
Syrups, and 
Liqueurs. 


The Decree dealing with beer provides inter alia that for the 
purpose of preservation, beer may be treated with pure sulphurous 
anhydride obtained by the combustion of sulphur, and with pure 
bisulphites, on condition that the beer does not retain more than 
090 milligrammes of sulphurous anhydride, free or in combination, 
per litre, and that the employment of bisulphites is limited to 
5 grammes per hectolitre. The addition to beer of any preserva- 
tives other than sulphurous anhydride, bisulphites, and those 
which may in future be authorised by Ministerial Order is pro- 


hibited. 


A copy of the Customs Circular may be seen by persons inter- 
ested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The French * Journal Officiel” for the 3rd October contains a 
Presidential Decree providing that importers of 
opium or opium extract into France shall obtain 
from the Custom House through which the 
importation is to be effected an “ acquit-a-caution,” indicating the 
quantities imported and the name and place of residence of the 
addressee. This “ acquit-a4-caution ”’ is to be returned within a period 
of three months with a certificate of discharge issued by the municipal 
authority of the place of residence of the addressee. Importers are 
also required to keep a special register devoted exclusively to the 
sales of opium and opium extract. 


Importation 
of Opium. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





SPAIN. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid” for the 10th October contains a Royal 
Order providing that Roumanian products shall 
B govash hy ool be dutiable, on importation into Spain, at the 
sesamiae yes lowest rates of duty applicable to similar goods 
raesasse! El from any other foreign country, excluding the 
* trey an special rates of duty which are, or may in future 

; be accorded to Portugal and Morocco. 


The “‘ Boletin Oficial de la Direccion General de Aduanas” for the 
10th October contains a Royal Order prohibit- 
ing the importation into Spain (except in 
transit) of old rags, worn clothing and _ bed- 
linen from Russia. 


Importation of 
Rags and Old 
Clothes 
from Russia 
Prohibited. 
The same issue of the “ Boletin” contains a Royal Order fixing 
the quantity of matches which may be carried 
on board vessels visiting Spanish ports, as part 
of the ship’s stores for the use of crew and 
carrying Goods passengers.* This Order may be inspected by 

to. Gpain. persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Matches on 
Board Vessels 





ITALY. 


The following is the substance of two Italian Customs decisions 


Cust Decisi which have recently been received at the 
ustoms Decisions. p09 of Trade -— 











Tariff No. 
Articles. under which | Rate of Duty. 
dutiable. 
| ' 
Carbons for electric lamps, with a metallic thread | | Lire cts. 
in the interior destined to facilitate the com- | | 
bustion of the carbon... ... see ey nee 269 d 100 kilogs. 10 00 
White drawing paper ruled into small squares, | | 
not by lithographic process but by a special | | 
rotatory machine ... ras BAY the eel 191a2 | a 17 50 








* Tle importation of matches into Spain is prohibited. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





TURKEY: 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Prohibition of information to the effect. that, until further 
Export of Cereals notice, the exportation of wheat, rice and barley 
from the Sanjaks from the Sanjaks of Muntefik (Vilayet of Basra) 
of Muntefik and and Gumushkhane (Vilayet of Trebizond) has 
Hiiinalhidine been prohibited. This prohibition, however, does 
‘not apply to cereals which form the subject of 

contracts for export concluded before the 29th September. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A Decision of the Board of United States General Appraisers 
(New York), which has recently been issued by 
“ Etamines.” the Treasury Department at Washington deals 
with the question as to what are ‘ etamines” 
as that term is used in paragraph 339 of the Tariff. This issue 
has on several occasions been submitted to the Board of Appraisers 
for determination and the following guiding principles have been 
laid down :— 
1. That the word “ etamines” as used in paragraph 339 is used 
in a denominative and not in a descriptive sense. 
2. That as so used in trade and commerce it embraces a certain 
definite class of goods possessing certain definite characteristics. 


[The common characteristics of etamines are set out in the following 
language. ‘It seems to be admitted that the original] ‘“ etamines ” were made 
“ with a doup weft, * * * the interlacing effect having been used in order 
‘to preserve uniform the meshes in the goods. This, being a comparatively 
“ expensive process, was later succeeded by a different process of fabrication of 
“the guods, * * * the process of weaving in these cases being a plain 
“ weave, with a hard twisted thread, so that the opalescent effect of the meshes 
‘“‘ was preserved by the character of the yarn used and the use of the doup 
“ thread was thereby dispensed with.” |] 

3. That by reason of commercial popularity subsequent to 
24th July, 1897, the term ‘‘ etamine” has in an adjective sense 
been applied to numerous articles which are in truth and in fact 
not the certain etamine as definitely known in trade and commerce 
at the date of the enactment of the present Tariff Law. 

As regards goods which were not known or manufactured at the 
date of the enactment of the present Tariff Law, but which have 
subsequently become known in the trade of the United States as 
etamines, the following extract from a decision of the United 
States Supreme Court is held to be applicable :-— 

The fact that at the date of the passage of the Act goods of the 
kind in question had not been manufactured can not withdraw 
them from the class to which they belong, as described in the 
statute, where the language fairly and clearly includes them. 

It has also been decided that the same principle applies to 
other gocds referred to denominatively in the Tariff Act. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-— continued, 


The following is the substance of some further Decisions affecting 
the application of the United States Customs 
Tariff, which have recently been issued by the 
Treasury Department at Washington :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 





| Paragraph 
of the Tariff 
under which 

dutiable. 


Articles. Rate of Daty. 











Bone swords in the nature of ornaments, and to | 
be used for purposes of decoration, dutiable as 
manufactures of bone, not as swords or side- | 
arms... - ood wine = oan bie 449 | 30 X% ad val. 

Skins for drumheads—Untanned skins not | 

| 

| 
| 
| 


mounted on hoops, which are suitable for use 

in the manufacture of drumheads, dutiable as 

dressed skins, not as parts of musical instru- 

ments ine one ace ne ose a | 438 
Pins with cut paste heads.—Pins with paste head 

cut and faceted, the beads constituting the 

component material of chief value in the | 

finished article, dutiable as manufactures of 

paste... ge al _ vs Pe rae 112 | 45 % a 
So-called Samarang and Singapore buffalo hides 

imported from the Straits Settlements and | 

Batavia, as “ hides not specially provided for’’ | 664 | Free 

| 


20 % " 





Paraffin candles.—Small candles, composed of paraffin of various 
colours and used for decorating Christmas trees and birthday 
cakes, are dutiable either as toys (35 per cent. ad valorem) or as 
manufactures not enumerated or provided for (20 per cent. ad 
valorem), the classification depending upon the size of the candles. 


Ships’ equipment.— Machinery transferred without the supervi- 
sion of Customs officers from a foreign vessel of one line to a vessel 
of a different line lying disabled at a United States port, in order 
to repair the latter vessel, is not. free of duty under Sec. 17 of 
the Act of 3rd March, 1897.* 





* This Section reads as follows :— 

Sec. 17. Sea stores and the legitimate eauipment of vessels belonging to 
regular lines plying between foreign ports and the United States delayed in 
port for any cause may be transferred in such port of the United State; 
under the supervision of the Customs officers from one vessel to another vessel 
of the same owner without payment of duties, but duties must be paid on 
such stores or equipment landed for consumption, except American products. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


GERMANY (BAVARIA). 


H.M. Consul at Munich (Mr. L. Buchmann) has forwarded a copy 
of a Royal decree ordering the constitution of 
prereset an Advisory Board to the Ministry of the 
‘Bavarian State Railways. The names of pro- 
posed members are to be submitted by the various chambers of 
commerce, agricultural, commercial and other societies before their 
final appointment by the Prince Regent. ‘The Board will be 
called upon to pronounce and advise on questions relating to 
freight rates, time tables, &c. 
A separate Advisory Board will be constituted for the railways 
of the Palatinate. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: SCANDINAVIA 
AND DENMARK. 


The “ Journal of Commerce” (New York) states that the scheme 
for the establishment of a direct steamship line 
between Norway, Sweden, Denmark and the 
United States of America has been successfully 
concluded. The proposal for independent lines from each of these 
three countries to the United States of America has been aban- 
doned, but under the plan adopted all three will contribute an 
equal share of the capital for the consolidated line. For the present 
six steamers will be engaged in the service, sailing under the 
Norwegian flag, and Bergen will be the head-auarters of the com- 
pany. It is understood that the company has entered into an 
agreement with the German steamship companies whereby rate 
cutting wili be avoided. 


New Steamship 
Service. 





MEXICO. 


H.M. Consul-General at Mexico City has forwarded an extract 
b from the ‘‘ Mexican Herald” of 25th September 
oyal Mail 4: a 
Steamers to call t#tt2e that according to a recent decision of 
seyularly at the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, all the 
Siciiiiinedtiioons steamships of its Mexican line will touch at 
’  Coatzacoalcos (Puerto Mexico), taking both 
cargo and passengers. Heretofore the coffee from the west coast 
has all gone to Europe vid Panama and Colon, but now that both 
the Mexican services of the Royal Mail and the Hamburg-American 
lines will call regularly at Coatzacoalcos, a portion of the traffic 
will be sent vid that route. 
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Shipping and Transport. 





BRAZIL: 


With reference to the particulars given on p. 573 of the ‘ Board 
of Trade Journal ” of 17th September regarding 


Ps wc the Victoria and Diamintina Railway, the 
labia _— Acting British Consul-General at Rio de 
allway. J aneino (Mr. V. H. C. Bosanquet) has forwarded 


an extract from the report for 1907 of the Victoria and Minas 
Railway Company (the holders of the concession for the Victoria 
to Diamintina line), from which it appears that about 300 kilo- 
metres (186 miles) of line are already open to traffic, 206 kilometres 
(128 miles) being from the port of Victoria to the frontier between 
the States of Espirito Santo and Minas Geraes, and 80 kilometres 
(50 miles) in the latter State. The work of construction is now 
being pushed on as far as Figueira, at which point a bridge is to 
be built across the Rio Doce, "380 to 400 metres in length. Atthe 
port of Victoria the line is now in connection with the South of 
Espirito Santo Railway, belonging to the Leopoldina Railway 
Company, whilst the latter is building a link Jine to that running 
vii Campos to Nictheroy. The | ‘ederal Government are studying 
the surveys of the linking up of the line with the Central of Brazil 
Railway and with the lines in the State of Bahia, and propose to 
construct these links without delay. 


The ‘ Diario Official” of 25th September contains a copy of the 
statutes of the Liga Maritime  Braziliera 
(Brazilian Maritime League) which were ap- 
proved on.29th July, 1908. The League has 
been formed to consider maritié, mer?antile marine and naval 
questions, to issue an illustrated journal at least once a month 
containing information on marine cies Be to exercise a fayour- 
able influence for the expansion of the mercantile marine, &c. 

The ‘“ Diario” referred to may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


Formation of 
Maritime League. 





JAPAN. 


The British Vice-Consul at Osaka (Mr. A. R. Firth) has forwarded 
in some notes and statistics relating to the muni- 
Osaka Municip al cipal electric railway of that city, the second 
Electric Railway. i ictalment of which was opened to traffic on 
Ist August last. The railway is the first of its kind constructed 
and worked by a municipality in Japan. The particulars referred 
to may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 78, Basinghall Street, London, E.C 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The following account of the mining industry in the Federated 
Malay States: during the year 1907 is taken 

Mining in 1907. from the Resident-General’s Annual Report for 
that year :— 

The mining revenue from all sources in 1907 amounted to 
10,027,262 dols., a decrease, as compared with the revenue of 1906, 
of 561,562 dols., due to lower prices for tin and in some degree to 
stocks of that metal being kept back for a rise. The revenue 
collected.in the several States of the Federation was as follows :— 
Perak, 5,351,774 dols.; Selangor, 3,455,241 dols.; Negri 
Sembilan, 931,369 dols.; Pahang, 288,878 dols. 

The output of tin was 813,636 pikuls (of 1334 lbs. avoirdupois), 
which is less by 3,150 pikuls than the recorded output of 1906. 
The output was composed of 234,157 pikuls of block tin and 
579,479 pikuls of tin in the form of tin ore.* The block tin was less 
by 72,596 pikuls, and the contents of tin ore exceeded by 510,038 
pikuls the corresponding figures of the previous year. ‘The output 
from the several States was as follows:—Perak, 431,386 pikuls ; 
Selangor, 273,900 pikuls; Negri Sembilan, 75,155  pikuls ; 
Pahang, 33,195 pikuls. 

The fluctuation in the prices of tin was exceptionally great. 
Local prices reached a maximum of 97°25 dols. a pikul in April, 
1907, remained fairly high till the end of August, when they began 
to drop and reached their lowest point, 57°75 dols., during 
December. The average local price for the year was 85:28 dols., 
as compared with 89°60 dols. in 1906. The prices in the London 
market varied from 199/. 10s. a ton in July to 119/. in December. 
The average sterling price is given as 172/.13s.11ld. The sterling 
value of the output, taking the dollar at 2s. 4d., is estimated at 
8,095,134. : 

In his remarks on the general position of tin mining in the 
Federated Malay States, the Senior Warden of Mines observes that 
the year 1907 opened with great promise, but unfortunately the 
closing months were attended with complete stagnation in all 
matters relating to mining. The position created by the fall in 
price that took place was complicated by a scarcity of ready money 
such as was experienced before in 1896-7. Money was not forth- 
coming, and the financial crisis that originated in the United 
States made itself felt even in the Federated Malay States, and led 
to undue pressure being brought to bear on those whose mining 
operations were being continued and extended with borrowed 
capital. 

The export of gold in 1907 amounted to 15,353 ozs., valued at 
526,388 dols. (61,4121.), of which 14,286 ozs. was from Raub. The 
quantity of ore crushed at Raub was 70,821 tons, yielding 12,864 
ozs. of gold. The returns from Raub during the year show a 
marked improvement, but this is all that can be said. The Batu 
Bersawah Mine in Negri Sembilan shut down early in 1907. 


* Tin in the form of ore is taken at 70 per cent. of the gross weight of the ore. 
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Minerals, Metals and Machinery. 





GERMAN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 


H.M. Embassy at Berlin reports the announcement in the German 
press of the discovery of a diamond field in the 
neighbourhood of Liideritz Bay. Crystals sent 
to Amsterdam to be examined have been favour- 
ably reported upon. At about the end of August 2,000 stones had 
been discovered, the majority weighing about two-thirds of a carat, 
though some weighed as much as seven-eighths of a carat, and were 
about the size of peas. 

Steps have been taken by the various parties interested to form 
an association (German Colonial Society for South West Africa) 
for the working of the mines, and the Imperial Colonial Office has 
issued an Order exempting from the general right of digging for 
minerals the district in which diamonds have been found in large 
quantities. In accordance with a decree published in the “ Reichs 
Kolonialblatt ” of lst October, the new Society will acquire 
complete control of the prospecting for and working of minerals, 
except as against the already well-established rights of third parties, 
in.the country bounded on the north by the 26th S. latitude, on 
the south by the northern bank of the Orange River, on the west 
by the Atlantic, and on the east by a line running parallel to 
the sea coast at a distance of 100 kilometres from it. 


Diamond 
Discoveries. 





FRANCE (MADAGASCAR): 


The “ Dépéche Coloniale” (Paris) of 17th October states that 

information has been received from Madagascar 
Gold Discovery. to the effect that auriferous soil of a very 

promising kind has just been discovered near 
Tamatave, a district hitherto neglected by prospectors. In a few 
weeks there were extracted several kilogrammes of gold, including 
one nugget weighing nearly 500 grammes. In the Antsirabo 
district, long known for its gold deposits, a mining engineer has 
for about a month been making careful investigations, which lead 
to the belief that here also industrial methods will have to displace 
the primitive methods which are still in vogue. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
ARGENTINA. 


The ‘ Boletin Oficial” of 11th September contains a copy of a 
decree appointing a commission to study the 
to Study condition of the silk industry of Argentina and 
Silk Industry to suggest means whereby the establishment 
‘and encouragement of the industry might be 
best carried out. The preamble to the decree states that experi- 
ments which have been made up to the present go to show that 
the silk industry is capable of acquiring considerable importance in 
the country, natural conditions being favourable to the cultivation 
of the mulberry and the breeding of the silkworm. 





Commission 














180 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. Oct. 22, 1908. 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 

Corn Prices. the week ended the 17th October, 1908, were 
as follows :— 


Wheat ... wy van soe Oh BG, 
Barley ... bel ae seg ees Ge, 
Gate: > ix. ies BRO OG 


For further particulars see p. 189. 


A statement is published on p. 190, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
aero rede, imported into the United Kingdom during the 
° al sroduce. week ended the 17th October, 1908, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1907. 





RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Moscow (Mr. H. M. Grove) has forwarded the 
. following particulars of the oil-seeds crop in 
Oil-seeds Crop in that Consular district, based on reports published 
Moscow District, i the official “Commercial and Industrial 
Gazette ” (St. Petersburg) :— 

Minsk.—T otal crop not guite satisfactory ; flax and hemp about 
to somewhat below average. Quality not entirely satisfactory. 

Moghilev.—Total crop about average. Quality not very satisfac- 
tory ; flax dark coloured. 

Smolensk.—l'otal crop below average. Quality not quite 
satisfactory. 

Kaluga.—Total crop not quite satisfactory ; flax on the whole 
satisfactory ; but hemp below average to bad. Quality not yet 
defined. 

Moscow.—l'otal crop considerably below average; flax below 
average and hemp unsatisfactory. Quality not quite satisfactory. 

Tula.—Total crop not quite satisfactory; flax and hemp below 
average ; sunflower average. Quality unsatisfactory. 

Orel.—T otal crop average; flax average, and hemp on the whole 
satisfactory. Quality of flax and hemp satisfactory. Sunflower 
about average crop, but quality unsatisfactory. 

Vladimir.—F lax crop unsatisfactory ; hemp, average. Quality 
of both satisfactory. 

Riazan.—Total crop below average ; hemp on the whole unsatis- 
factory. Quality not yet known. 

Tambov.—-Total crop unsatisfactory ; flax unsatisfactory ; hemp 
considerably below average; sunflower unsatisfactory; poppy 
average. Quality not very good. 

Nijni-Novgorod.—--Total crop average; flax satisfactory ; hemp 
on the whole average. Quality generally satisfactory. 
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Agriculture. 





RUSS|IA—continued. 


Penza.—Total crop expected to be not quite satisfactory. Flax 
about average ; hemp promises to be about average ; sunflower crop 
bad. Quality not yet known. 

Saratov.—Total crop unsatisfactory. Quality not satisfactory. 

Kazan.—Total crop about average. Flax average; hemp below 
average. Quality not always satisfactory. 

Simbirsk.—Total crop expected to be below average. Flax on 
the whole unsatisfactory ; hemp so far below average ; sunflower 
on the whole below average. Quality not altogether ‘satisfactory. 

Samara.—'l'otal crop about. average. Flax average; hemp on 
the whole below average; sunflower on the whole below average. 
Quality not always good. 

Ufa.—Total crop expected to be about average. Spring rape bad; 
flax about average; hemp average. Quality satisfactory. 

Orenburg.—Total crop on the whole satisfactory. Flax quite 
satisfactory, as also hemp. Quality unsatisfactory. 


H.M. Consul at Kieff (Mr. H. P. Smith) reports that, according to 
Beet Sugar a return issued by the Russian Association of 
Prospects, dc Sugar Manufacturers, the area under beetroot 
"In European Russia on the 1st/14th September 
was 498,035 dessiatines or 1,369,596 acres, a decrease, as compared 
with 1907, of 56,885 dessiatines or 156,434 acres. The yield from 
this is estimated at 538,414,000 pouds or 8,684,096 tons (showing 
126°80 cwts. to the acre). The actual yield of roots in 1907 was 
8,634,118 tons (113'15 cwts. to the acre), so that the yield of roots 
in i908 promises an increase of 49,983 tons, and 13°65 cwts. to 
the acre. Assuming that the roots yield the same percentage of 
sugar as last season (1 ton of sugar from 139 ewts. of roots), the 
campaign of 1908 should give approximately 1,250,000 tons of 
sugar.” 
The export of sugar for the “campaign” year (from Ist/14th 
September, 1907, to 31st August/l13th September, 1908) reached 
the unprecedented quantity of 17,528,794 pouds = 282,642 tons, 


made up of— 
3,497,116 pouds= 56,405 tons of refined sugar. 
13,932,209 ,, ==224,713 ,, white crystals. 


94,469 , = 1,024 —., yellow sugar. 


The official ‘‘ Commercial and Industrial Gazette ” (St. Petersburg) 
of 9th October publishes the following estimates 
of the forthcoming cotton crop in various parts 
of the Russian Empire :— 


Estimated 
Cotton Crop. 





* For the amount to be placed on the home market and the amount of the 
‘inviolable reserve see “ Board of Trade Journal”’ of 24th September, p. 632. 
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Agriculture. 





RUSSIA—ontinued. 





Pouds. 

Ferghana ue naa ive .- 6,762,736 
Bokhara and Khiva ... i wee 2,023,504 
Trans-Caspian Region ... is soo FEB FIS 
Syr Daria mrt At J& ... 005,758 
Samarkand = Sng ba ss 510,879 
Transcaucasia ... Be abe ... 1,147,390 

Total id site his .-. 11,718,981 





FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Bordeaux (Mr. R. D. G. Macdonald) reports that, 
: according to the ‘Feuille Vinicole de la 
Pap . te Gironde,” the result of the Gironde vintage of 
— 1908 will show a falling off of about one-half of 
the quantity declared in 1907, which amounted to 119,964,284 
gallons. Some vineyards have only yielded one-tenth of their 
1907 crop, having been exposed to almost all the evils accompany- 
ing what is known as a “jealous” season, such as spring frosts, 
oidium, mildew, brown rot, cochylis and eudémis. In other 
localities, where the greater part of these pests have been 
successfully resisted, there is a falling off of one-tenth of the 
quantity produced in 1907, the decrease being due to the ravages 
of cochylis and eudémis. However, owing partly to the excep- 
tionally fine weather enjoyed throughout the whole period of the 
vintage, the classed growths of the Médoc show promise of 
excellent results, and are considered to be the most successful of 
the year. 





FRANCE (TONKIN), 


The “Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce” (Paris) of 8th 
Discovery of New October reports the discovery of a new rubber 
Rubber- producing tree in the mountainous regions of 
producing Tree Northern Tonkin. It is stated that this tree is an 
‘excellent species and should yield first-class 

rubber. 





ITALY (SICILY). 


H.M. Consul at Palermo (Mr. 8. J. A. Churchill, M.V.O.), writing 
on the subject of viticulture in Sicily, states 

Phylloxera. that phylloxera having devastated the Sicilian 
vineyards, the greater part of the vines has been 

replaced with new vines grafted on American stock believed to be 
immune from the scourge. It has recently been discovered, how- 
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ever, that the new vines are showing active degeneration, and in 
consequence the Government have appointed a technical com- 
mission of enquiry. The climate and the excessive drought are 
thought to be the principal causes of the inability to resist phyl- 
loxera shown by the new plants. 


_ 





ROUMANIA. 
The British Vice-Consul at Galatz (Mr. N. L. Shadwell) reports that 
the crops are better than was expected, though 
Crops. it cannot be called a good year. ‘The wheat 
crop is above that of last year and of very good 
quality. The barley and oat crops are short and of a poor quality. 
Maize promises to give a good crop. 





TURKEY. 
H.M. Consul-General at Salonica (Mr. H. H. Lamb), reporting on 
the tobacco crop in that district, states that 
Tobacco Crops. although at the time of writing (8th October) 
precise details concerning the present year's 
crop were not available, since the crop was not completely gathered, 
yet it is certain that the crop will be a small one, owing to the 
drought that prevailed throughout the district during the whole 
summer. It is estimated that the quantity will be at least forty 
per cent. less than the 1907 crop, or about equal to that of 1906. 
It is still more difficult to form an opinion as to the probable 
quality of the crop, as the best leaves are those which are the last 
picked, and their quality is mainly dependent on the atmospheric 
conditions that may prevail during the time when they are gathered 
and dried. 

The total quantity of tobacco gathered in the district comprised 
within the Régie “ Nazaret” of Salonica in the year 1907 for 
export in 1908-9 amounted to 2,579,291 kilogs., of which 1,642,303 
kilogs. was purchased by the Ottoman Régie at the average price of 
73d. per kilog. Though the crop proved on the whole inferior in 
quality, though superior in quantity, to that of 1906, yet prices 
showed a considerable increase. ‘The rates paid to the cultivator 
averaged about 5 per cent. higher and the enhanced price of labour 
raised the expenses of the local merchants 20 to 25 per cent. It 
is yet to be seen ‘whether they wil! obtain correspondingly in- 
creased prices from their clients in Europe, but the absence of all 
older stocks and the shortness of the new crop render it probable 
that prices will be well maintained, if not considerably augmented, 
in the approaching season, since there is no reason to anticipate 
any diminuticn in the demand. 

The total exportation from the Cavalla district during 1907 (year 
ended 13th March, 1908) was about 9,000,000 kilogs., which repre- 
sents roughly the surplus of the 1906 crop not taken up by the 
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Régie. As in Salonica, the 1907 crop now in course of exportation 
is estimated to exceed that of the preceding year by some 40 per 
cent., while the 1908 crop will recede to much the same figure as 
that of 1906. 

H.M. Consul at Adrianople (Major L. L. R. Samson), writing on 
the 7th October, states that the crop in that district is expected to 
be 25 per cent. less than that of 1907, while it is anticipated that 
the quality will be at least as good as in 1907. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco (Mr. W. R. Hearn) has 
forwarded an extract from the ‘“ Daily Com- 
Hop Crop. mercial News” of that city, of 29th September, 
giving’ the following estimate of the United 

States hop crop :— 





Bales. 

Oregon sag ite bps ola 90,000 
Washington... _— en ii 10,000 
California ... on ibe _ 70,000 
New York ... : R kod 35,000 
Total ond ... 209,000 





SAN SALVADOR. 


H.M. Consul at San Salvador (Mr. W. E. Coldwell) reports that 

during the fiscal year 1907 there were exported 

Coffee Crop. from the Republic 369,102 sacks or 563,292 

quintals of coffee, valued at 10,745,173 dols. 

currency (about 895,431/.). The coming crop is expected to reach 

at least 700,000 quintals. Although last year’s crop was small, 

better prices than usual were obtained and compensated for the 
shortage. 





JAPAN. 


H.M. Consul-General at Yokohama (Mr. J. C. Hall, I.8.0.), report- 
ing on the manufacture of bean oil in Japan, 


—_ ape pag ‘ states that the oil is very simply manufactured 
a whew from the soy or soja bean (soja hispida), grown 


there and also largely imported from China and 
Corea. The beans are thoroughly steamed and immediately 
pressed by machinery, the resultant oil being run into tanks. 
There it is allowed to settle and purify, the product being a light 
yellow oil, suitable as material for food and for industrial pur- 
poses. ‘I'he residue is used as manure and as food for cattle. The 
total production of oil is about 700 tons per annum, the price 
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JAPA N—continued. 


averaging about 20/. 4s. per ton. So far this oil has been con- 
sumed principally in Japan; recently, however, it has been ex- 
ported successfully. 

A sample of the oil may be seen on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of _— 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 





H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. E. F’. Crowe) reports 
that, according to the second estimate issued 
by the Department of Agriculture and Com- 
merce, and published in the “ Official Gazette ” 
of 2nd October, the weather since the last report (see p. 631 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” of 24th September) was rather cold 
and unfavourable in certain districts, with the result that the 
outlook is now not quite ‘so promising. The figures collected on 
23rd September show that the estimated crop will amount to 
52,315,636 koku, that is to say, the crop will be 6°6 per cent. 
better than last year, and 15:2 per cent. better than an average 
year. 


Rice Crop 
Prospects. 


1 koku = 4°96 bushels. 





CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Wuhu (Mr. H. Goffe) reports under date of 12th 
September that the abnormal drought which 
prevailed during the two preceding months had 
seriously affected the crops in the high-lying 
districts of the province, and from the latest reports it is feared 
that the total yield will barely reach what is known as a “ six- 
tenth ” harvest. 


Rice Crop 
Prospects. 





COREA: 


H.M. Embassy at Tokio report, under date of 12th September, that 
it is anticipated that the Corean rice crop will 
prove one of the most favourable for several 
decades, an increased yield over ordinary years 
of as much as 30 per cent. being expected. 


Rice Crop 
Prospects. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
According to a report in the “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette ” for 

State of the October,* based on 6,418 statistical returns, 

Labour Market “22” 2,685 returns from trade unions and 3,733 
in September returns from employers (relating to 1,096,411 
‘  workpeople employed in coal and iron mining, 
the cotton, woollen, worsted and other textile trades, the building 
trades, the boot and shoe and other clothing trades, and the paper 
and glass trades), besides a large number of returns of a non- 
statistical character received from employers’ associations, trade 
unions, local correspondents and other sources, employment in 
September was, on the whole, not so good as in August. There 
was a decline in the building, engineering, and shipbuilding 
trades, but some improvement was noticeable in the pig-iron and 
tinplate industries, and in the woollen, worsted, and linen trades. 
As compared with a year ago employment in all the principal 
industries, excepting boot and shoe manufacture, showed a 
decline. There was a net fall during the month in the rates of 
wages of 395,000 workpeople, amounting to 19,000/. per week. 

In the 257 trade unions, with a net membership of 593,444, 
making returns, 55,793 (or 9°4 per cent.) were reported as un- 
employed at the end of September, 1905, compared with 8°9 per 
cent. at the end of August, 1908, and 4°6 per cent. at the end 
of September, 1907. 


‘The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
Fishery Statistics landed on the English and Welsh, Scottish, 
Se ae 1908, and Irish Coasts during the month and nine 

err? ‘ months ended 30th September, 1908, compared 
with the corresponding periods of the year 1907 :— 





{ 
i} 
| 


| Nine Months ended 30th September. 


1] 


Month of September. 



























































— 1908. se 1907. | 1908. | 1907. 
|i | 
| aa | eban- | | Quan- | | Quan- 
tity. Value. | tity. | Value. tity. | Value. | tity. Value. 
Englandand Wales—| cwts. | £ Cwts. £ 0 Cwts. £ Cwts. £ 
Fish, excluding shell | 
Sh. vs +4» /1820,486) 758,855 1,258,925 690,990) | 8,241,368 5,412,64] | 8,777,728| 5,547,860 
Shell fish cl 27,632 29,110 | 217,626)  — 240,029 
Total Value...) — | 785,990 — | 720,100| — 15,630,267; — | 5,787,889 
| 
Scotland— 
Fish, asics shell 
fish vs aes} 441,096) 160,121) 557,392) 171,777|| 7,673,515'2,123,788 | 8,249,453] 2,786,627 
Shell fish —_ 6,626 = 6,642| — 57,427 ~ 55,277 
Total Value .. ; — | 166,747) — | 178,419) —  |2,181,215 — | 2,841,904 
| 
Ireland— | | 
Fish, emai shell | 
fish ve aes] 55,182} 24,089 42,231| 20,769) 594,583) 220,896 | 457,368} 198,328 
ee gga AY sewn 1,678) — | 2767 =e 14,402 am |. 36000 
Total Value...) — | 25,767, — | 23,536) — | 235,298! — | 213,308 
| | 











Norr.—All the above figures are subject to correction in the annual returns. 





* For list of principal contents see p. 11. 








Oct. 22, 1908.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 187 





Miscellaneous. 





UNITED KINGDOM — continued. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the [5th October, 1908, 
Cotton Statistics. was 107,856 (including 150 bales British East 
African), and the number imported during the 
forty-two weeks ended the loth October was 2,568,813 (including 
8,179 bales British West Indian, 6,536 bales British West African, 
7,493 bales British East African, and 160 bales foreign East 
African). ‘The number of bales exported during the week ended 
the 15th October was 3,507 and during the forty-two weeks, 
336,761. 
For further details see p. 189. 


CAPE COLONY: 


The “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” of 18th September 
publishes the text ofan Act “‘ to amend the Law 
relating to Stamps and Companies, and Com- 
panies that issue Loans in consideration of 
Premiums.” The new Act provides that no insur- 
ance or loan company may transact business 
within the Colony without depositing security to the value of 
five thousand pounds (liable to be increased in accordance with 
such regulations as the Governor may prescribe to not exceeding 
ten thousand pounds) if its head office is within the Colony, and to 
the value of ten thousand pounds if its head office is not within 
the Colony. 





Legislation 
affecting 
Insurance and 
Loan Companies. 





NATAL. 


With reference to the notices on p. 141 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 16th July, and p. 580 of that of 


Whaling 17th Se a a ; 
ptember, relative to the establishment 
Industry at Port of. whale fishing industry at Durban, it may 
Shepstone. 


be of interest to note that according to the 
weekly “Natal Mercury” of 11th September, it is intended to 
start another whaling industry at Port Shepstone. A lease has 
been obtained from the Government of five acres of land on the 
north bank of the Umzimkulu River, and a company is to be 
shortly floated, with a capital of 15,000/., for the purchase of a 
modern whaling steamer, and the necessary equipment to establish 
a first-class station. It has been found that the quantity of oil 
obtained per whale is greater than was anticipated, averaging 35 
barrels, the market price for which is 3l. per barrel. All waste, it 
is stated, will be avoided at Port Shepstone, where it is proposed 
to erect a factory for obtaining by-products in addition to the oil, 
such as whalebone, guano and other substances. 





~ i ee ? Se ee ee ed 
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GOLD COAST. 


The following statistics of the import trade of the Gold Coast in 
1906 and 1907, showing the principal countries 
of origin, are taken from the annual report on 
the Colony for 1907 recently published by the 
Colonial Office (Colonial Reports, Annual, No. 578) :— 





Trade in 1907. 














1906. 1907, 
£ £ 

United Kingdom 1,590,461 1,758,315 
British Colonies... 69,118 121,515 
Germany 207,818 233,235 
France 10,730 11,541 
United States of America .. te: ade ane os 32,781 ‘38.734 
Netherlands .. eo .¥ abe ‘0 see ote 55,412 103,856 
Africa (foreign) - 82,477 67,703 
Other foreign countries 10,142 31,296 

Total imports* ... 2,058,939 2,366,195 











The total exports* during the years 1906 and 1907 amounted 
to 1,996,412/. and 2,641,674/. respectively. The values of the 
principal items of import and export during each year were as 





follows :— 











1906. | 1907, 
Principal Imports— £ # 
Apparel, wearing : =" oie _— on 60,704 82,070 
Building materials... _ on _ oes 29,624 32,520 
Geer *'s. 41,240 36,881 
Cotton goods (excluding yarn and twist) . 353,977 508,754 
Hardware _ 43,901 54,113 
Machinery ose ose eee pai se 188,925 161,798 
Provisions ie , 84,790 88,120 
Rice .... 40,612 42,013 
Silk goods —_ 27,594 50,670 
Spirits (gin, rum, &e.) 123,167 133,500 
Tobacco, manufactured and unmanufactured 43,352 46,412 
Principal njoet Sasa 
Cocoa ... 336,269 515,089 
Cola nuts 73,632 78,901 
Gold and gold dust and concentrates. ---| 858,842 1,164,676 
Lumber .. wale = -_ st a 80,013 169,458 
Palm kernels oon al 80,834 101,822 
Palm oil 5 125,008 119,468 
Rubber ... 234,505 333,120 








* Including specie but excluding expenses on specie. 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 42 weeks ended 
15th October, 1908 :— 






































Week ended 42 i Week ended 42 omg 
nana 16th Oct, | yerr Oct. || 16th Oct, | ,~no% 
1908. ee 
190 . 1908. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
( Bales.) (Bales. ) 
No. No. No. No. 
American wal bien ...| 97,486 1,995,635 973 208,061 
Brazilian 208 ven nei 870 20,056 — 2,460 
East Indian ... sais sis 4,713 114,277 1,414 46,639 
Kgyptian .... one oe 2,578 327,879 893 75,451 
Miscellaneous _ ‘ne 2,209* 110,966F | 227 4,150 
Total ... ..  ...| 107,856 | 2,568,818 | 3,507 336,761 

















* Including 150 bales British East African. 

+ Including 8,179 bales British West Indian, 6,536 bales British West African, 
7,493 bales British East African, and 160 bales foreign East African. 

NoTe.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for transhipment under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 17th October, 1908, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. Oats. 








| gs. 4d. s d. ea 
Week ended 17th October, 1908 ~~ 2 ae 27. «6 ii 


Corresponding week in— | 
1901 ... bee oes nee eee ae 








| 25 11 26 10 17. 5 
1902 ... | 24 11 96 4 17 Oo 
ew ee ee ire Oars 23 «7 1b 8 
1904 ... ies a i i Se oe 9% 5 15 I 
1905 ... | oz 2 | 8 OPE? 
1906 ... | 26 6 24 10 16 8 
1907 ... = oe 2% 3 18 0 

| 

| 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 


arene Seee aa i Rclene ae ang ponding oe aeatnn enti ampeanaten 


sorddaed guadaheteapuaenide weedy taoie Loma tion 


enn nes yn 


Se ee —- - - 
nga ae ont por cata ~ 0 cae iba a 


: 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 

imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 17th October, 1908, 

together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 





previous year, 











Week ended | Correspond- 
—— 17th Oct., | ing Week in 
1908. 1907. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves coe §=s ow| +s Number. 9,710 9,760 
Sheep and lambs x. tse, tus ww H 2.291 1,403 
Swine eee cece eee eee eee ee ” — — 
Horses eee eee see see eee ee $9 155 240 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) ... Cwts, 119,261 82,415 
Mutton ,, “ i ead . 82,512 78,686 
Pork - ee .-_ - 13,383 12,792 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
| a Cwts. 109,674 92,577 
Beef eee eee eee eee eee ee 99 1,892 2,172 
al Re tee Me Ee e 18,567 17,685 
Pork eee eee eee eee eco ee ” 4,467 4,634 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ... a ove - 15,065 9,719 
a i “Pr a a 1,018 1,394 
» preserved otherwise than by salting = 16,085 7,839 
(including tinned and canned) 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter ... eve eve ene eve ee Cwts. 69,028 58,665 
Margarine eee ece eee eee ee $9 ] 1,550 15,551 
Cheese eee eee eee eee eee ee 99 79,212 81,667 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums cee - - — _ 
~» GERM we wee = a o - 114 36 
oh condensed eee eee eee ee ” 16,489 16,975 
» preserved, otherkinds... .. « am 62 62 
Eggs 0 080 ones 0 wee ---| Grt. Hundr. 309,378 478,722 
Poultry eee eee eee see eee a Value £ 1 874 2,805 
Game _— sco cee ose sd - - 3,476 5,378 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) eve - Cwits. 23,944 49,021 
Lard ene waet sient coe ese - - 33,033 38,857 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
a ee ee 1,638,300 | 1,520,300 
Wheat meal and flour ose ese eh. - 239,700 402,900 
Barley  «.. eve ose one ese - -. 977,700 663,200 
—padeitior one Fae eh a OS Spr c 241,000 266,700 
Peas ove ose ove eee ove - at 42,120 62,550 
eee eve cee ose eve - os 3,070 5,450 
Maize or Indian corn ... cee eco eee - 630,200 1,210,200 
Fruit, raw :-— 
Apples ... oc cee eco - ene Cwts. 125,769 165,088 
Apricots and peaches ... oe - _ . 849 122 
a ea Re 129,458 129,932 
Cherries cece eee eee eco eee * Cwts. —, —— 
Currants .. eee cee ove o ” _ _ 
Gooseberries ° ove ee eee - = — _— 
Grapes ... ose one 208 one on 9 84,919 28,673 
LeMOnsS we ove a >a - a 16,152 4,047 
Oranges ... ove ove cee ooo - - 10,507 13,153 
I tee oe Ce a oe nm 14,636 17,291 
Plums... eve eee eve “a = 695 679 
Strawberries eee eee eee cece ee ” — = 
Umemmmerated 20 089 cco tte ws te - 6,124 2,976 
Hay ... a po asp _ a . Tons. 681 1,025 
Straw a ee ee ee 99 2 1,257 
Moss litter cee a one ese on = 1,794 1,843 
Ho ove eve ae oe - Cwts. 3,789 3,976 
Locust beans a a a i - 26,780 1,920 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... oes oee ove ate ‘ Bushels. 192,501 119,500 
Potatoes Siig Age Te Terre gay Pg Cwta. 42,479 93,306 
Tomatoes eee eee eee eee ee an 18,446 12,290 
Unenumerated ... ses ooo ose . Value £ 2,565 2,668 
Ve tables, dried eee eee eee eee we ® 7,968 7,678 
reserved by canning ... eco -~ eo - 13,781 10,318 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of September, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 4d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes and a 
Supplement of the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for the supplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in- 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the October 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in September; Labour Dis- 
putes and Conciliation and Arbitration Boards in 1907; Trades 
Union Congress; Factory Labour in India; Swiss Industrial 
Census of August, 1905; and Recent Conciliation Cases. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of the contents of Consular Reports 
of the Annual Series issued during the past week :— 


No. 4,114. Trade of Martinique in 1907. 


Imports and exports. Cotton cultivation. 
Proposed modifications of Shipping. 
Customs and octroi tariffs. Sketch map. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 
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Government Publications. 





No. 4,117. Trade of French Indo-China in 1907. 


General conditions. Manufacturing and mining 
Customs tariff. | industries. 
Imports and exports. Sketch map. 


Agricultural products. 
No. 4,128. Trade of Bolivia in 1907. 


Geographical and _ climatic Caution to insurance com- 
conditions. | panies. 

Trade methods. Traffic to Bolivia vid Mol- 

Public works. lendo. 


Reports by Vice-Consuls at Oruro, Sucre, and Potosi. 


No. 4,129. Trade of Chefoo in 1907. 


Imports and exports. Inland waters navigation. 
Straw braid trade. Sketch map. 
No. 4,132. Trade of Bulgaria in 1907. 
Population and industries. Railway construction. 
General trade conditions. Steamship services; port 
- Imports and exports ; trade improvements. 
methods. Sketch map. 


Agricultural, manufacturing, 
and mining industries. 
No. 4,133. Trade of the Consular District of Cherbourg in 1907. 
Railway and harbour works. Shipping returns. 
Reports by Vice-Consuls at St. Malo and Brest. 


No. 4,134. Trade of Arabistan in 1907-8. 


Imports and exports. Population and industries. 
Currency. Sketch map. 
Shipping and freights. 


No. 4,135. Supplementary Report on the Trade for 1907 and 
Finances for 1908-9 of Uruguay. 


Revenue and expenditure. Trade with United Kingdom. 
No. 4,136. . Trade of Agriculture of Bavaria in 1907 and part of 
1908. 

General commercial and in- Labour conditions. 
dustrial conditions. Finances. 
Navigable watercourses. Notes on principal manu- 
Railway revenue ; electrifica- facturing industries. 
tion of State railways ; munici- Agricultural conditions ; 
pal tramways. harvest of 1907. 


No. 4,137. Trade of Changsha in 1907. 
Imports and exports. Shipping. 
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No. 4,139. Trade of Consular District of Pernambuco in 1907. 


Exchange and finances. Sugar and cotton industries. 
Commercial enterprises. Railways and tramways. 
Imports and exports. Openings for trade. 


Shipping and freights; port 
charges ; shipping facilities. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following reports have been published by the Colonial 
Office during the past week :— 
Annual. No. 577. St. Vincent, 1907-8. 
a » 578. Turks and Caicos Islands, 1907. 
c » 579. St. Lucia, 1907. 3d. 
Miscellaneous. No. 56. Keport on the Salt Industry of the 
Turks and Caicos Islands. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 

Trade Records Committee. Report. [Cd. 4,345] Price 1d. 

This is the report of the Committee appointed by the Board of 
Trade to consider and report how far any change is desirable in 
the form in which the trade accounts of the United Kingdom are 
published as regards the countries from which imports are received 
and to which exports are sent. 

The committee recommend :— 


1. That legislative power be sought to require importers to 
declare upon their entries, in addition to the place of shipment of 
imported goods, the places whence the goods were first consigned 
to the United Kingdom; and to require exporters to declare upon 
their specifications the places of final destination of exported 
goods, so far as they know them. 


2. That’ clause 41 of the Customs Consolidation Act, 1876, 
should be expressly repealed, and that legislative sanction be 
sought to a provision empowering the Commissioners of Customs 
to vary the forms of entry and specification, and the nature of the 
information required in regard to imports and exports as they may 
deem necessary from time to time. 


3. That, from and after the beginning of 1909, the scope of the 
Monthly Accounts of Trade and Navigation be altered so that they 
may show the imports into this country according to the countries 
from which they were first consigned to the United Kingdom, 
instead of according to the countries from which they were 
shipped direct to the United Kingdom, as hitherto, and the 
exports from this country according to the countries of final 
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Government Publications. 





destination (so far as known) without regard to whether such final 
destination be an inland country or not. 


4. That the import sections of Vols. I. and IT. of the Annual 
Statement of Trade for 1908 and subsequent years be based in the 
same way upon the countries whence the imported goods were 
consigned to the United Kingdom, and the export sections (both of 
United Kingdom produce and of Foreign and Colonial produce) 
upon the countries of final destination, so far as known, whether or 
not they have a seaboard. 


5. That, commencing with the Annual Statement of Trade for 
1908, a Supplementary Volume be compiled and _ published 
showing the imports into the United Kingdom according to the 
old method of countries of shipment, and the changes which would 
have been introduced into the export records had they continued 
to be compiled in the old form, 2.e., of leaving countries without 
seaboard out of account. 


6. That the preparation and publication of such Supplementary 
Volumes be continued for a period of six years, t.e., up to and 
including 1913, and then cease. 

7. That the requisite changes be introduced into the tables in 
the Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom relating to 
imports and exports as early and as completely as practicable. 


Trade Records Cominitice. Minutes of Lvidence taken before the 
Departmental Committee on Trade Records, with upwendices and 


index. [Cd. 4,846.] Price 83d. 


Mines and Quarries: General Report and Statistics for 1907. 
Part III.—Output. [Cd. 4,343.| Price 1s. 6d. 

This return, which is prepared annually by the Home Office, 
contains statistics as to the quantity and value of various minerals 
raised in the United Kingdom. The value cf the mineral output 
of the United Kingdom in 1907 was 135,279,088/., an increase of 
29,456,096/. as compared with the previous year. 
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Commerocial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada and Queensland have 
established, in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for dealing with trade 
matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘“ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
Dasinghall Street, London, E.C. | 





Indian and Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 

India—An India Trade Enquiry Office has been established 
at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., for the purpose of supplying 
information as to the commercial products, manufactures and 
trades of British India. An India Office official is in -daily 
attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. ‘The current 
publications of the Government of India dealing with Indian trade 
statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic products, &c., are kept 
in the office, and can be consulted free: the various Indian 
Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of “‘ Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
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INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

New Zealand.—A Commercial Department is established at the 
Office of the High Commissioner, 13, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W., where information respecting the agricultural, pastoral, 
mining and other resources of the Dominion, and particulars 
concerning trade and industries, tariff regulations and commercial 
statistics can be obtained. Permanent exhibits of New Zealand 
products are maintained for public inspection both at the Imperial 
Institute and the Crystal Palace. 

Queensland. The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., where a representative 
attends daily to give information to enquirers regarding trade, 
mining, and all other matters relating to Queensland. Specimens 
of products representative of the pastoral, agricultural, and mining 
industries of Queensland are on view. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have am 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with thei 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica~ 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 

New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General's Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products ofthe country. Full information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 

South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
E.C., where specimens of every description of South Australian 
produce are now displayed. This Department will supply, free: 
of cost, full information regarding the exports from South: 
Australia of all sorts of produce. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope: 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com-: 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con-. 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries,. 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c.. 

Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con-- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates,. 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal: 
produce are on view. 

















